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Ihe other hand our MoIIke party 
■bown the^ place where Judas 
iKcariot hung himself, and there was 
tree on It big enough to hold up a 
Kansas grass hopper, and there did 
have l)een any tree there 
In the last 3-OiiO years —reckon Solo- 
mon chopped em all down with his 
little George Washington hatchot. 

This same H. A. Soniniers of Kllza- 
bethtown, was the only person from 
Kentucky, except myself, who was 
on that trip, and he vHl not dare to 
»ay that any body on that tour saw 
1 have received a type written pos- .^jjat was said to be the tree on which 
hlrh I pive thn word j„jag yiung himself. 

r| in the | Somniers was plzen pious and aired 
card. It is one of the word.K that all j,l8 piety, once, In the chapel exercls- 



IS Editor H. A. Sommera, of The 

Elizabethtown (Ky) Something- 
or other, Gone into the Sunday 
School Lying Business, About 
Things That he and I Saw on the 
"MoltMiy;rulMr 



half-educated people spell that way. 
Qometbtng leas than 60 years ago I 
learned that it was one of the words 
we had to watch. 

The card runs thusly: 



Lexinsto 



Ky. 



Louisville, Ky., Feb. 11, 05. 
Dear Editor. 

send you tinder separate (?) coyer 

a marked copy of our Kentucky Sun- 
day Schf>ol Reporter .cDntalninw an 



on the Moltke; still for all that, 
I am not gotitt to say he lied, for I 
don"t dead sure know that he did, 
and, besides he Is a pretty big fellow, 
and lives here In Kentucky, and itn se 
dam Kentucky Christinns will s 

But I win repeat here, in subsia 
what I say about Bominera, In ' 



a ml: 
nlcke 
that 
and It 



Diers fixed a imin slins for 
and ho paid an Arab doctor 
of money that looked like 
3 of American counierfeit 
md the outlandish coin 'if 



that 



d like 



REV. BAKER 
ON TRIAL 



• who 
large 



he world 
as really, 
," of the 



(loctoi 



, lot or 



tils. 



Ihe "IT", with 
whole Infidel pu 
This iama Bi 

ed and published that book together, 

and in It they ma<le charges against 



thai I ( 



! It 1 



On Embezzlement Charge Growing 
oat of Defunct ISTMtmtnt 
Compaay CaiM 



not broken two or three 
d on that fellow's certlflcate 
carried his arm In that sllng 
for thftee or four days to collect from 
that ■'ravelers' Accident Insurance 
Compfcy" when he got bark to Ken- 
tuckjrfand I suppose he collected 
enoug^ on that poklicy to pay for his 
whole; tour — "tower" they call It In 
Kentucky where Sommers Uvea. 

I think It was one of these tickets 
that the companies give to editors 
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"MOtT VKRY REV. 

CHARLES C. MOORE. 

A lettw from St. Louis with the 
above eupenwriptlon comes to hand 
conUInlng in the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch, a full length picture of Rev. 
R. A. Torrey, who In large letters, ia 
explained to be a "Noted Illinois 
Bvangelist , who is giving London a 
great religious overhauling. ' 

Tkere la no written commeiit—had 
a two cent stamp— except the single 
word "scoundrel." written by some 
ft'llow, man or woman. Who everlast- 
ingly knew how to shove a pencil. The 
account says Torrey liails from Chi- 
cago—guess the oonunent muat be 
right. 

A part of the dtMiriptSon Jd Torrey 
is as follows: 

"Then kli dress smacks In no way 
of the eTengeliat. Upon hto well-made 
figure hangs a frock coat that the 
great Poole might himself hav.- built. 
His collar, with its Nvin:;s, is snowy 
white; and Is cnciided Uy a ulnssy 
satin tie. No wrinkle mars the "dead 
eraaaed" aplendor of Ua trousers, and 
the eye raaU gratefnlly opon Us trim, 
shapely boot." 

While Torrey Is "over there" the 
hand ouulii to iikiy. all Hie time, "Ood 



the CJiiei 



they 



to let him beat the band. 



This is a matter of great interest to 
all churches and Sunday Schools, of 
every Denomination in the state, and 
I trust you will make announcement 
of it, in an ewly Issue of your paper. 

May I not ask you to send your pa- 
per to me regularly as an exchange? 
It wo il l be a great help to me In my 
work liy keeping me Informed of all 
Sunday School and other religious 



gatherl 
KOX. C 



in yoi 
. Secretary. 



-E. A. 



Oog top adverUslng them. 
FenneL" Tb^«fore I bellare that Jemaalem 

Sommers started out on that tour Sunday School fellow was lying when 
with one of these dinned "Travelers' ' he said he saw the tree on which 
Aceiilent liisiiranei' ■ pcilieit s, in liis .i„das hiini? hiiiisrlf. Kor I saw the 
ylad clothes. • place where .ludas shuffled off this 

At Cairo a party started on ass uacK morUl coll, and there was no tree 
across a stretch of the Sahara, — Ith^taQand dumed It I am coing to 
that I alwaya felt like calling Sallie, htlfim that Ood himself oonld make 
for short— to go to Memphis, about IB ] a tre^ since 1903, that would be 1905 
miles away. | years old now. 



I it s ' 




iimht ( 



LjGHTNING 



by the heels and throw It 40 feet, and, 
let it fall either end up, and a baby 
of ordinary Pinek would not cry. 

Just any old breeze that will uy a i j | f|.j 

kite, will pile that stuff md. ..,^e goose ] sTRIlJlNKLY DESTROYS A MOST I, ^j^. 



The caae was called soon after 
court convened and both sides an- 
swered ready. The entire morning 
session and part o fthe afternoon was 
necessary to empanel a Jury of twen- 
ty men were sammoned fran which 
to complete the Jury. 

Mr. Baker Is one of the five men 
under indictment for embezzlement 
growing out of the alleged miscon- 
duct of the officers of the defunct In- 
dustrial Mutual Deposit Company, lie 
was one of the ofllcers and directors 
of this concern, which failed for large 
amounts. 

The Indictment charges that the de- 
fendant fraudulently appropriated $600 

of the company's surplus fund, which 
was paid to him under the guise of a 
dividend on stock which had not eam- 

The above la the beginning of the 
■ficoant with lU headlines, in the Lex- 



.lurn« 



old jac 



with : 



I got the copy of ' 
Sunday School ReixK 
did the card. It had cj 



fancy barber work on his legs that 1 
te.. you about In "Dog Fennel." 

If you would take off that Jackass' 
ears and his bray .and torn him out 
in grass 3 fe<'t hig h you coufdn't 



DEATH OF BRO. J. M. SMlLi:v 

Dundee, ()., Fili. l."). Hhi.V 
Messrs. Moore mul lliij:lie.<: 

My suliseription has ex|,ire,l an.l 
I .ailliot .lo wilhoul the I'.hhir. so 1 



I I'oi 



inihe 



Mm 



On Feb. 1, Mi 
Hmiley, of this place, tlic<l, ugeil 5.">. 
He was a Liberal and a gotxl citizen, 
honi'st and honorable. 1 have known 
him innnv v.-.irs Mii.l hii.l nmi.v .on- 
versatioiis will. Iiiiii. 11. was a ;:p al 
tiiilil:.-!-. I uru-v saw, or lieani of. 
iin.v wrong timt iu' ever did. 'I'he 
funeral was comlucted by S. 11. 
Booker, of Dundee, who delivered 
an able oration.— W. J. H08TET- 
TBR. 



found something about the next meet 
ing being In Toronto, Canada. 
The next thing that I struck that 
as of any Interest .started out thus- 
ly: 

'As we compile the Statistical re- 

rt for 1904 there seems to be a 
small loss ht the number of Sunday 
Schools. Of course ve are never able 
to get an entirely accurate report 
from all countries, but Banner t'oun- 
ties are supposed to gather complete 
reports, and even In most of iheiii 
there is a falling off." 

Small matter, uut i was giad to see | 
It— looked like the Blade was g"ilng 
In its work. The only thing lu the 
"Reporter," that was worth hell-room 
was headed "Cruise of the Jerusalem 
Sunday School Pilgrims." 

1 see from the papers that some 
Sunday School fellow sent over there, 
from this country, died in .leriis-ilein 
"on Christmas day," hut whether ii 
means the Christmas day that we 
have here, on December 25, or the 
Christmas Day they have in Jerusa- 
lem on January 10, I do not know. 
May be he died on both of those 
Christmases, —in reading In the Oihle 
you find that they rii;hi tie(|ueully 
died, Qver In that eoumry, twice, ami 
Judas lacariot died three entirely dif 
ferent way»— hanging, falling and o\ 
cart— and I suppona they were all at 
different times. 

(For the oxcart death see Apocry- 
pal New Testament). 

The "Jerusalem migrini ' story was 
fairly well told, except from being 
told by a Christian, it Just had to 
hare some lie in it Otherwise it fair- 
ly coincided with "Dog Fennel" the 
most authentic hlatory of that eountry. 
wriitt n liy a famooa Kentooky divine. 
The lie Is found in the following 

"One of our moat delightful exper- 
iences was a trip around the walla on 

donkeys. On this trip we see the Pool 
of (ilhon, the Hill of Kvll Cimnsel. 
I'otlfis l--iri,l. Tree on whii'li .lii.las 
haiiKe.l liiniseir, .lacob's Well. I'ool of 
Slloam, Tombs of Absolom, St. James 
and Zachaus, Virgins Fountain. Rob- 
inson's Aroh. and the vartoua valleys 
surrounding the city." 

It Is Ihe fact that the writer claims 
to hav.. seen "Tile tree on Nvhieii 
Judas haUKed himself." that is a lie. 
Those fellows over there are the most 
inconceivable liars I ever went np 



; not Texas Jack rabbit; 



^'BEAUTIFUL CHURCH 

One of the most sti iking instance/ 
of Go'l's dealing with churches Is hU 
thaa* with lightning. I have. 
WUter Collins, of Los An- 
, and from a news- 

ffliTsliiiir **t>li ''iiniilr nr 



counAol 
of^Khu 

copiff w 

the throt 



Lexington, Ky,, Feh. Ki — The trial 
of the Rev. J. H. Baker, a jnlnlster of 
the Christian church, charged with 
embexzlement, is on in the Circuit 
Court The morning sewton was oc- 
cupied in securing a Jury. It 
necessary for Judge Parktt 



Zacbary and Baker edited, together, 
In Lexington, "The Qoartarly Chfla- 
tian," that always had that aama ear^ 
toon of Ingersoll and me. 

The Christian Standard Campbelllte 
paper in Cincinnati published that 
Zachary was getting money under 
false prMense by the publishing of 
paper, ia claiming to be raiatag 



ed the publication of "The ChriattaB 
Quarterly." ^ 
At the same time that Baker was 

getting the money for which he Is 

low being tried, by what they calies, 
'Investment Companies," — U.iker be- 
ing being engaged in one in Lexington 
Zachary was engaged in a similar 
le in Mt. Sterling, Ky., and when 
»ker was arrested, or about that 
iiie. Zachary disappeared from Ken- 
cky and went out <inio the Parific 

Since that time Zachary has been 
advertlamg in the Lexington L.eader 
stock that*ha was selling ia gold 

mines in Georgia. 

There are many peoiile in the In- 

! they call him. Is a big good-heart- 
ed .honest, but ignorant fellow. But 
want you to watch my 
prediction— that if "Qrant" contlnaea 
to associate with Zachary, "Grant" 
will be in the penitentiary Inside of 
ten years from now. I am an old pen- 
itentiary bird, and had a better chance 
to knpw about convicts than any man 
who ever lived In America — ask War- 
"Qrant" 



of the destruction, hy lightnin.i;. 
shurch in Pasadena, California, 
ily oqadeose tham. 
ih waa tka Methodist Kpla- 

wlth Rev. Dr. J. C. Elliott at 

he most beautl- 



hlm any um 
tucky rabbit 
Lord, no. 

When I was down in that Texas 
country, debating with that liar Wil- 
kinson, I saw Jack rabbits that It 
would be dangerous to turn out Som- 
mers' Cairo Jackass with — the JaCK- ' The> were holding a protracted- 
rabbits would run over Jackass sometimes called by the ungodly "dis- 
and kill him. tracted"— meeting there aad forty 

Th»v couldn t get along congruvlal-| ^^'J*"*' 
ly. at all, like poor Billy Breckinridge " 
and I did when Veach printed Billy's 
l ieiiire and mine In the Blade, fac- 1 
iiiK each other, and over some article 



Itev. Uaker Is charged with ffavlnkj[ 
taken from the Industrial Mutual De- 
poait Company, an incorporated con- 
cern of Lexington, of whldi he was 
an officer. $500 that should have re 
malned In the dividend fund of the 

been paid for and could not have earn- 
ed a dividend. He is one of about 
thirty moi indicted for the same of- 
fense. Two ct tkeae have already 
been tried, the first being Dr. A. P. 
Taylor, who was president of the Mu- 
tual Deposit Company, and was given 




that he headed "Two Jacks", and a 
whole lot of card playing slang. 

When Sommers was on his liiile 
jackass, on the streets, in Cairo — none 
of your big St. Ixiuis fair doings, real 
thing —and the Utile old donkey 
could not sink in the solid streets. 
Sommers with legs bordering on four 
feet— that Is four feel long; he had 
only two feet on the ends of his legs, 
like other people—could manage not to 
wear out his shoe soles by turning 
up his toes a little ,and you will no- 
tice that on this account, all the Mo- 
hammedan shoes you see In the pic- 
tures, turn np their toes so they will 
slide along on the ground nicety when 
they are riding these little Jackesses 

Rut the durned little things are the 
pli.ckirst little devils you ever saw— 



The O weather and religion seem to 

prevailed together, this winter, 
er the t'nited States. They are 
having both of them very bad as I 1 a three years' sentence in (he peniteii 
write in Ixjuisville. tlary, and W. N. Bush, of Winchester 

1 have not yet heard of the conver- the Jury in his ease disagreeing. T)r 
slon there, of Henry Watterson. or Taylor took his ease to the Court if 
John T. Walsh. | Appeals, where the verdict of the low 

In the midst of the religious meet-jer court was reversed and the cas. 



got 



their 



gets in there every time tuey go out 
on the great Sarah Ann. or Sallie, 
every tima they bray. 

When Sommers get out on the Sa- 
harah .\nn, and Into the sami and 
the little Jackass went down knee 



had 



his legs, like 



wing girl's 



In that shape. Sommers and a 
Congregational preacher, named Mar- 
shall, started out to have a Jackass 



ing in Pasadena, the lightning, either 
of its own free will anil accord, or as 
managed by God, or the Devil, just 
banged away for no reason that any- 
body oould see, and, of all the houses 
in that town, picked out that church 
and hit it harder than poor Billy Pat- 
lerscjn was hit 

Smoke was seen to come from its 
sky piercing steeple, and the fine Fire 
Department and the balance of the i 
town were promptly on hand. 

There were fine new stained glass 
windows and elegant carpets, and 
fine upholstering, and new opera! 
chairs, and fearing they would dam-| 
age these by water they undertook to | 
extinguish It with their gas engine. 

The pious relied on the gas (natur- 
ally) and the wicked bet on the fire. 

The gas engine would not work 
worth a orat and then they prepared 
to use the water engine. Being Me 
thodlsts they didn't think much of 
water In religious matters. 

When they ^ot th.Te with Ihe water 
engine it turned out that the screw 
on the hose would not fit the one on 
the hydrant .and so the peovle just 
stood there and saw the whol^ ehurcii 
consumed by the fire, and not anotb^r 
house WHS burnt 



referred 



Mr. 



lush wil 
The invest 



ing having been on the criminal dodk- 
et for several years. 



In a column in the Leader, over 
poslte the one headed, "Rev. J. 
Baker on trial." were other headlines, 
and the beginning of an account that 
ran as follows: 

RIO HOT TINIK. 

"AUNT CARRIE" AND ZACHARY 
LIVED STRENUOUS LIFE IN 
SOUTHWEST 

Lexington Apoetle of Temperancs 
Held up by Toughs st Clinton and 
Robbed of Prohibition Bannei 



when Sommers 
race with him. 
Sommers was a 

would not have seei 



proposed a jackass 



ouu or an Infidel lecture hall or pub- 
lishing house. 



8CAPP0L0, 



try. but it they have the cheek to say 
that that tree Is standiag there yet. 



any Irony In thel aCHAFPKR DIES ON 

last event; but. at any rate, Sommers! Washington. Feb., m 
made thai Utile donkey do his daind- .-;eh;UTer was hani;ecl in ihe United 
e st .loioss that •■sand and barrenness" Stales jail bete at lli OT o 
day for the murder of bis 
wife In August 1903. Shaffer's spirit 
ual adviser annooaead that the 



(Mary .Mac Lane) and the little don- 
key fell down, and Sommers went 
the little Jackaas' ears over 
head, aad he got n» and took out 
tig as that one that 



.lame 



W. Zacn; 



his city, and .Mrs. Carrie Nation i 
o have had a strenuous and lurid 
line of it tai Texas and Indian Terrl. 
ory. where they lectured together. 



BEWARE OF THE SHINDIO 

Brother Frank Zimmerman — Dutch 
for carpenter — of Sadott Wisconsin, 
18 sent me, for reading and eommant 
tract called "Dangw ia the Danea" 
I am getting old and life Is too short 
read It and as I never danced a sla* 
gle step— or ■■iw(hsiep' elthef^-lB 
my whole lifi'. 1 am not in shape tO 
depose on the subject. 

If yon ever read my book that I 
wrote In hoo— not "in hoe aifno 
»s," oh, no-called "Behind the 
, ni49s,"— for sale at this oflloe. 



he 



-fin 



k of anything els, — quit all the 
te and came and sat with me, 
youngest fellow In the house, on the 
steps and played chess the whole 

evening, because I couldn't dance. 
Daniel Webster had the honor to re- 
semble me in the matter of dancing. 

A young swell at an inaugural ball, 
who was managing the thing kept in- 
sisting on old Dan's dancing. I reck- 
on, really. Ihe fact was that old Dan 
was too drunk to dance, (Brandy), 
but the young fellow finally said to 
htm "Why, won't you dance. Mr. Web- 
?" And old Dan whispered to him. 
?r loud like, ' I never had the ca- 



i les 



did 



The next to the last issue of the 
••Cospel .Searchlinlil," ediled b.'. Itev. 
riysses Grant Wilkinson, the Camp- 
belllte preacher with whom I "debat 
ed • In ^yan, Indian Territory, was 
principally taken up by writing sign- 
ed "Rev. .lames W. Zachary." he hav- 
ing writ I. n til,, -li. V before his own 
name. 

Aomng Wilkinsun's large pile of 
books that he brought each day to 
be used In the debate— real or so-call- 
ed- with me, was one called "Moon 
and Ingersoll Exposed." having on the 
liaeks of it cartoons of Ingersoll and 



the pigeon wing before the L,ord," or 
words to that effect, and Davy and the 
lAird were sho congruvlal, and Miriam 
and Jeptha's daughter did the "High-* 
land Ding, ' according to Hoyle. and. 
from the Hiiiie. I don't see where any 



be done lu dancing. 
Reckon that was the r« 
kiek « 



for 



I fixed 



- that In 



gersoll was a small potato and few in 



.Marietta. O, Feb. I:!.— The First 
Conm, ^aIi(lllal Cliiireh of this city, 
Ihe liisi eiiiiicli in the .Northwest Ter- 
ritory, was completely destroyed by 
fire early tOHlay. 

The church was buUt in 178S aad 
had been several times remodeled, the 
last time three year ago, althouiJi 
the general structure had alwaya haw 
maintained. The loss is (30,000, with 
Insurance of $17,000. 



} 



RBV. ULYSM aRANT WILKINSON 

And A. A. Snow, ("The B»»utlful") 
Of Iowa, (Four Feet OMp) Have 
DIscuesion About me Through 
The Comanche Newt, I. T. and 



Llnevnie, Iowa, Feb. 9. 05. 
Brother Moore. 
I am in rerclpt of a lottrr from V. G. 
Wilkinson, anil. I hfii-by enclose my 
reply to it, as It may be of Bome In 
tereat to yon. 



my writing to the Comanche News., 
and asking If It wouldn't be Just as 
convenient to hold n discussion in Its 
columns with Wilkinson as to publish 
hlB aooouDts ot the Moore-Wilkinson 
I. IB wbioli 
Im a a — >i 
My letter was handed to Rev. 
klnson for reply, and, on that point, he 
speaks as follow!;: 

"I must say that I 
Bach a diMOBaion In the Comanche 
Mnra, Mttliar wonUr tke edttor permit 
It, ftw It to Mdr • toesl p«»er and | 
does not reach the people who would j 
be Interested In such a discussion." | 
I askoil I ho Coiiianohe News to ] 
publish the proposition I made It. hut | 
have no reply as to that. Wilkinson 
wrttaa qotto a Imgfhr Mtar 1> which 
hi Mvm "Aa tor th« iMt «t Vbm Miss- 
issippi, C. C. Moore is the only one 
who had the courage to come here 
for a debate and he was so badly lick- 
ed that his people here would not pit 
him against a school boy any more. 
He la not to be oonpered to Welch. 
• • • • I Nte ros to N. P. Ofsjnon, H . 
A. Hinton, Llnwood I. T. and all who 
are Infldels, who attended the debati 
as to whether I have stated the trut 
or not. 

Write to the post-master of Ryan. 
I. T„ about the Blade aubacrlben 
fttaing to take It from tke^oaoe, since 
the debate, if you care to Investigate 
the matter. All I know Is what he 
voluntarily told me, I did not ask him 
for the information even. He is a nice 
man, and will tell you the truth, 
ooold put these thlnsa all b^re the 
Blade raadern and thla ia what Moore 
lEMnra.'aBd thla la why he refosea me 
■paM e e • • ^^T^U> H. O. Morris, of 
WMaer, !• T., another Infidel, and 
■•• tt-he haa not quit Moore's paper 
h aaa aaa ha has failed to make good 



to Lbeui. " I am glad I am tree and 
have no chaUu. "He that doubteth 
la damned," never rings la my ears 
when I llaten to erldeaM fW -aajr^ 
faith. The laaa who patooae*. hla 
wife said: "I want no InTebtigatlon," 
A religion that believes not In free 
speech; believes not In progress. 

A religion that believes unbelievers 
shall be damned, believes not in free 

An opialoii oaaaot be tree when we 

are to be damned for it, or an op- 
posite. Paul said; "Prove all things. 
This Paul thought was all right whe 
the proof was coming his way; bu 
when he thought It was going the 
other wajr he aaid: "He ( 
any other toa»at. I«t hli 
matised." 

Both Paul and the Old Testament 
laid the foundation of the Inquisition. 
Those who put Jesus to death were 
following the laws of Moses in so do- 



Lexlngton, and that the people of 
Boston, for Instance, have in greater | 
degree than Lexington ians have. Wii- 1 
Ml la the IBdlan Territory, aeem-j 
> be a popalar wul I had thati 
impression of him before I saw himi 
and the impression was stistalned af- 
ci I saw him. though I heard mm 
:ay. I think twice, and probably boiu 
imes publicly, that his brethern were 




ed yooia. naiajr a coed writer, as we 

Know Mr. Moore is, la badly fooled in 

bis own opinion of himself, on meet 

lug au c.xiieriunced oppoueut for the 

I expected one of you two fellows to 
be footed. Soppoatns that Moore's 
followers 

you aver, would not that deaertton. on 

their part 
than they could olalm for Mooref 
Would their oaoae dle whan Mc 

dies? 

When 
failed to 4eUTer him 

it is said he was forsaken by hla fol- 
lowers, though they afterwards rallied 
under the absurd pretense that God 
had a hand in the conaprlacy. 

If Moore was forsaken by such 
weaklings as you (dalm, I would very^ 
much doubt whether they had suf- 
flclent strength of mind to know what 
good argument was. Priests ha' 
alwaya favored tree sijeech when ih^ 
were the speakers. 

Now don't infer that 1 think you a 
Just a little the opposite of free apeeoh 
becanaa you are not always willing 
to debate with an Inodel, but 
you thinfi it is a little dangerous for 
the Christians lo hear such. 
You have the ■ (Irsl catch em then 
idea of salvation. 



•ing busy; bnt kav* .«» fiian ^ui, 
laid aside that I h«*« kees aUe to 

secure— some I have never seen at alii 

When the proper time eomee I will 
take them up and refer to them by 
BWBbers, and show where he has 
agreed that if he did not convert nie 
he would torn the Blade to a Chrls- 



A. A. SNOW. 

Pollowing IS a copy oi tne letter of 
hrother Snow to Wilkinson. 

Llneville la. Feb., 8. u5. 

Route 3 

V. a. "motiamm 

Comanche, I. T. 



Dear sir— 1 am in receipt OC yoin OC 
fifth Instant. I am sorry tolaara that 
the readers of the Conuutohe News, 
can be latareatad In your a«M>nnt of a 



be Interested in a diacussion where 
they would surely know that both 
sides were fairly represented. 

But, perhaps, they are all Christians, 
in which case you might do wrong in 
giving them an on»rtanltjr. at hearing 
the other side. .Ton might lose some 
of them without being able to gain 
anything. They need consolation, b 

I note this I 
that you correct me when I say "You 
ara the onljr preacher I know of who 
hoth aMaa oCtlM «MatioB dis- 
cussed." 

But even you say a preacher may 
do wrong in debating with an Infidel 
before an audience composed of Chris- 
tians. Then of course, every Chris- 
tian that reads sneh a debate— he be- 



a downward direcUon. 
Any agitation is nable ai any mo- 
lent, to let the fish, after once caught 
Slip back into the water. Weil, thai 
sound orthodoxy, sure. 



advised thialr bearara not to.nad lafl- 
del literature^ nor to erer allow a 
doubt to be entertained In their minds 

for a moment— A. A. SNOW. 

I think the two letters are of very 
great l at a r a at 4a4 htye that aU pei^ 
pons who ara lateraeted in the conten- 
tion between Infidelity and Christian- 
ity, and who may aee, or know of this 
win do all they can to circulate this 
Issue of the Blade. 

Copiea of it in packages of five 
ore wlU he sent to any address for 



ed. as ordered, in separate wrappers 
each paper. It is 
newspapers, and es- 
pecially snjall papers In small towns, 
ith only a local patronage, as Is the 
case with the CJomanche News, to pub- 
lish the Christian slle of an issue, like 
this, and decline to publish the In- 
lei side of it. 

This is because the editors and the 
patrons of such papers arc not gener- 
lly so intelligent as the editors and 
patrons of metn^Utan papers, 
kw of the factl <rf our largest newapapers 



. doing wrong, being in danger ot los- 
ing his soul without any chance of 
any gain. This I read in your letter 
without reading between the lines. 
It Is wicked, then, for Christians to 
read Infidel Utwmture. It la wicked 
te than to read anything that might 
lead to Infidelity, and science has 
led tens of thousands that way. 

What «»uiild you think of sci. 
who would refuse to discuss scienti- 
fic subjects, except before somewhat 
skeptical audlenoee, lest he might 
hara eosTarta to loaaT 
The Christian church Is. and always 



print each side of the religious issue, 
dispasslonally, and print Infidel editor- 
ials and our very finest American 
Magazines are printing the very finest 
of Infidel articles. 

In fact to such an extent Is this 
true that while all true Infidels are 
of course, glad to see It. so much 
Infidel literature Is being printed in 
books, magazines and metropolitan 
papers .by persons who are not profes- 
sional Infidel propagandists, that they 
mos' 
of t 



J ta." 

and, with their enormous facilities, 

rnishing a higher article of Infidel 
eralure than we professional lull- 
I propagandists can possibly do wiiu 
r limited opportunities. I have only 
lately seen the eoontry and the people 
in the Indian Tsyrltory, and I was ex- 
ceedingly pleased with their aualitles 
of heart and mind, but they know as 
well as others kn(;w, that a people In 
a new country, like that, could not, 
hasTeen'Tpposed^o fr^' spe"ech7nd i lt^ll^'J^''T 
I am afraid U. G. Wilkinson Is """" 



perienced book-keeper, and opens all. 
the mall for the Blade, and of course 
it is her business to know about dis- 



she knew of no 
Ryan, unless they were such as Mr. 

Hughes hud discontinued because 
they were two or three years in ar- 
rears, and that we had a package of 
In Ry 



th^ «hoBld 4a 

But Willrtnson could not oome to 
.exlnpton and get to preach In any 
if the first-class churches of the city, 
lot even of his own sect, any more 
than Zachary, of Lexington, with 
whom WlUdnaon aaaoatatoa oa tamu 
at aqaaMtir. ooald gat to pnaifc la ene 
of our fine chnr«dies. 

Mr. Wilkinson in the pulpit of 
either of the two fashionable — out of 
the five — churches of his own sect, in 
Lexington, would not know how to 
talk, or walk, or mat, or look, or dress. 
Ha wenM ataaaat aartatady make the 
^ple smile, poeslMr audibly, yea, 
possibly laugh a laugh that would not 
be entirely up their sleeve, Uke Ah 
Sin s trumps and private deck. The 
strenuous not to say 



he aaed with' . great 
avianh aalat ta hla SAataA" y/Kt 
me, I iBoUna to thtak would "bring 
down the house" slmost like Samson 

did. 

But, "for a* ttat," I personally liked 
Wilkinson as long as I was with him, 
and: thoagh I thought I discovered a 
Uttla irf the spirit of the Ttetortons 
ahaatleleer among the last words he 
aal4 vublicly, I must confess I was 
greatly surprised even with my broad 
aaparlaace with preachers, that what 
ha haa said a1>out me, since our separ- 
atfcm. Is so utterly at variance with 



we were together; his good breeding 
then being beautifully accentuated by 
the sweet and lady-like deportment of 
his wife toward me. 
The misleading and Inslneertty In 



In this letter even he speaks of 

himself as a "school boy" and 
Inclined to pose as one of these infant 
prodigy preachers, who. in curls and 
pinafores, begin to astound the world 
at about the age of three years, some 
nine years; earlier than Jesus U alleg- 
ed to have done that i 

My recollection of Wilkinson, sub- 
ject to glad correction, Is that he is 
about forty years old. weli^ 
pounds and Is very robust 
Ha hi a 



TOMAS PAINB'S 

MTKIOTIO MAVICES. 





Aa to the matter Of the 
the Blades, by Ito 

the Mlowlng are the tMets: 

I Uts eight miles from Lexington 
and I do not think I have been In the 
city this winter. 

I only know of the Blade's mailing 
list from the letters that ara evened 
In Laxfaigton, by Mr. Hughes, or his 
clerk or book-keeper, the business In 
them noted and then sent to me. 

About one letter out of ten, however, 
comes to me first unopened, and I 
open It and send it back to him with 
money that may be In It using the 
rr, oendensed, or In full, as I may 
condnde for publication or not using 
it at all. 

Sometimes "discontinue" cards 
come directly to me, and 
they are sent to me by M^. 

ror aoma SMniha «aat I b 
heard, or known, ot nv- 
uances of the Blade. 

Nearly every case of dlsooatlnnance 
that Is at the suggestion of the party 
to whim It goes, Is accompanied by a 
kind letter In which the party says 
be or ahe disoontinaes the paper 
from want of mmiey to pi^ for it and 
nearly always, expresses the desire, or 
purpose to renew as soon aa the party 
gets the money. 

Of the notice cards such as it would 
be the duty of the post-msster at 
Ryan to ssad the Btade. If the Blade's 



Mr. Wilkinson hss prevloasly made 

this same statement in writing —1 
think to the Comanche News. 

I hope that parties in Ryan will in- 
vestigate this matter and report to 
me, lor publicatloa la the Blade, and 
I hope tta* an vartlaa wheae names 
are mentioned In either of the above 
letters will write me, for publication 
In the Blade, plain slatoments of the 
Influence of my presence in their 
country. It seems to me that Mr. 
Wilkinson ought to be somewhat "In 
a hurry" to expose me, aa ha is a 
preacher and I am aa Infidel editor 
who am every weak issuing a paper 
against his religion. Having 
Blades in his posesslon, as he said it 
would have been a good point U he 
had given my lai«aag% and ttie date 
ot the Btadv te wUtfh. aeeocdtau 
him, I said I would "turn the Blade 
to a Christian paper" if I did not con- 
vert him. 

I do not know of ever having said 
any thing even approximately resem- 
bling that and thtak you wUl never 
hear him qaoto It 

As to Mr. Wilkinson's alleged de- 
sire to further the debate with me the 
following are the facts: 

When I loft him at Ryan, I most 
earnestly asked him to come to Lex- 
ington, and here, debate with me the 
same quaatlona that wa debated In Ry 
an. I have since asked him through 
the Blade to come to L«xlngton, and 
debate with me these same questions. 

He replied that he could not afford 
to spend $50.00 for such a purpose, I 
think he alluded to it as a "wild goose 
chase." I renew my request for him 
to come to Lexington for this debate. 
If he, being a preacher and a lawyer, 
cannot personally, and with the as- 
sistance of his friends, raise |50 to 
come to Lexington, that ends it I am 
not going to pay him to ooma hare. 
No chrlstiaa gave a eaat ao^ aa I 
knew, to pay mr aapanaaa to Ryan. 



Paine" was a Just tribute to one of 
the brightest stars In our revolution- 
ary galaxy of great men. Thomas 
Paine did as much for the cause of 
the colonies aa any man living In the 
.days of patriotic and heroic struggles. 
"CommoB Sanse," the "Crises" and 
"The Righto at Men" are eontribu 
tions to the tttaratna oC the world 
that will live as long as mankind loves 
freedom of thought, freedom of In- 
quiry and freedom of speech. 

The pen of Thomas Paine did as 
much for the cause of American liber- 
ty as the sword of Washington. 
Palne's eooragaons spMt was to the 
struggitog col4»les a pillar of fire by 
day and a cloud by night. The revolu- 
tionary soldier as he read by the biv- 
ouac fires, hungry, ragged and sore- 
footed, squelched the spirit of mutiny. 



s he n 



1 the fiar 



I him 



flf t( 



of American liberty, as he proudly re- 
sumed the ardious maroh to battle. 
For a hmg ttev wa have Hred un- 
gratoftal to <ma ot the/ foremost of 
revoluttoaary patriots. Thanks to the 
powers that ba^ wa are at last reach- 
ing the pdnt where we can pause and 
honor the Dama of a man who was 
truly great enoogh to be called a cltl- 
of the worid. Oat ot gratitade we 



I rem«mber to have i 
last several months. One was some 
Iress, where the reason assigned by 
the postmaster was "Dead." Another 
was from a devoted friend of the 



dresses and he wss simply dlseontln 

uing one of the papers. | 
A third one was from Ryan, I. T. 
or some place near there-^o, it was 
not an oflicial eard, simply a poatol 
flKdnaiparty w ho aakad aa in a Tary 
klad maaaer, to dlseonthina< the Blade 
to him as hs had become a Christian, 
and I printed his card, In full ,In the 
Blade, with a kind comment upon it 
Just as I began to write this piece 
I stepped to the telephone to call up 



absolutely an exception. The Catholic 
priest frequently says "Get all the 



can in mora waalthr ooontriea and tha 
peoirie ia the bidtaa Terri 
not even it thay had mlllla«i o( 
v. hava tha intaHeetwU tmA 




today. abtHatrnm- 



deeds should plaee his statna In the 
hall of fame and. thla gratatttl raoor 

nltlon is glorious enouifh fbr sll the 
states to participate In. 

He wrote the book that has caused 
bis fair name to be slandered and his 
services underestimated. "The Age 
of Reason" waa the honeat embodi- 
ment of tha hMMctal patriot's reii | 
gious views. Bad Jefferaon, Washing- 1 
ton, Henry and Adams written their j 
riawa on religion, they would have ' 
come tor the same Niagara of abuse 
that Paine did. They were all DeisU. I 
Benjamin Franklin was a Deist but 
he had too much policy to write on ' 
religion. The day Is breaking in the 
intellectual world. We are nearlng 
the era <rf a conaerratiam that wUl 
enable us to honor the good that men 
do as we as sUnd in the tranquil 
dawn of a higher and nobler civiliza- 
tion. Honesty and liberalism of senti- 
ment is what we pray tor. Some day 
I boilave the aanlvarsanr ot Thomas 
Maa win baoooM a «atioaal holiday.. 
WSLLUM M. HAQWTON. 

. Stafton. aa,^ yah. % mt. 

It baa always been a aontndlatlan 



in term that the man who conlibuted 
most by his pen toward the founda- 
tion of a government predicted on 

tha aaparatton of ohuroh and atata, 
shoaM kavd- been denied for a hn» 
drad years the credit he deserves la 

statecraft because of his religions 
opinions. 

If anything could reconcile the or- 
thodox to look with any degree of 
tolerance upon such a man as Tom 
e, surely It would be the thought 
liberty was the inspiring motive, 
even of his rellgloas views. 

Certainly we Aoold be able, at 
this late day, to rise superior to his 
religious views and think of him as 
a patriotic citizen who contributed 
hia splendid talents toward the foun- 
dation of the republic. 

The above letter and the editorial 
comment on it, appeared the Atlan- 
ta News of Febmary 10. 

The first time I was ever In Atlan- 
ta, was al>out twenty-five years ago. 
I was there on business, and was 
talking to the two proprietors of 
probably the largest wholesale gro- 

When we had attended to business 
I waa enrioos to test them on raU- 



servatlve Infldel remark. 

There was no one present but us 
three. Either of the two men was as 
big and strong as I waa. They both 
seemed to resent what I said so deep- 
ly that it looked almost as if they 
might attack me for it 

Then one of them said to me, "Tou 
can talk that way in here and be 
safe, bnt It yon tolk that way on the 
street, here, you will be in danger." 

My stay in that room was not pro- 
tracted. 

Now a citizen of that country and 
an editor combine In one of Atlanta's 
flne papers, to compliment Tom Paine 
and I have not beard ot either of 
them being Wiled for it and that, too. 
In the sUte where the Rev. Sam 
Jones holds forth— or did hold forth, 
we don't hear of him these times. 

Rev. Jasper may well say "De worl' 
do move." 



three Sabbaihs, .Mohamtiieilan. Jewish 
and Christian, and that we compro- 
mised by not keying aay ot thanw 
bnt t raaau that I Called to mentiln 
two ot the Babbatha that wa bad^- 
the Greeks on Monday aad tha Wgn- 
tlans on Tuesday. 

We were among Syrians, bnt aot 
Assyrians. 



CLERGY ARRESTED ON CHARGE 
OF RAISING BILLS IN THE 
MIOST OP Hit RKViVAL. 



Huntington, W. Va., Feb. 13.— Rev. 
Washington Hager, Baptist minister 
of IladU'y, was aiiested here to-day, 
charged with passing two dollar bills 
that had been raised to tens. He 
was engaged in conducting a. revival 
meeUng at Big Ugly Oraak whan the 
arrest waa made. 



TRUTH BEATS FICTION. 

I have been at many of the most 
famous graves in America, Europe, 
Asia and Africa. 

I have taken off my hat at some of 
them simply baeanae I kaaw the 
guards would take it oft tor dm U I 
did not But at only two ot the worlds 
famous graves have I ever taken off 

Th(' first lime, was in 1805, at Itowen, 
in France, where Joan of Arc was 
burned at the stake by the CathoUc 
chnrob, under the ^pharge of being a 
witch, and the other time was at the 
grave of Tom Paine, at New Rochelle 
in New York. Now the Catholic 
Church is canonizing Joan, and she 
will soon he known as Saint Joan of 
Arc. Funny old world ain't ItT 



"LET US PRAY 

That Chariee C. Moore May be Pre- 
eerved In Ooed Health for Many 
Years." 

Viemlc, Chlea«", Feb. 13, 06 
Dear Mr. Moore. 
It is not often that I am in the 



sise, is, to It's last issue, full ot pointe 
and facte, with an extremely interest- 
ing way of saying it 

Tou, are like wine, the older yon 
get, the better, and more Interesting 
you grow. I am 72 and of course In 
the regular probabilities, am apt to 
be cut down, any day, but yon and I 
may live many yaaia to rssist and 
show up the maoUaatiana of priest- 
craft. 

It is more important that you live 
long to labor for good than I, because 
you are much better qualified. To 
Independent Freethought people, wo- 
men and men— Let us pray, that 
Charles C. Moore may be preserved In 
good health, for many years.— W. W. 
WALLACE. 

There are times though not so fre- 
quent now as formally, my dear, dear 
doubly-dear old brother, when even 
with the best wife and best children 
In the world, I some how covet the 
rest of old Brother Green and his 
wife, and Watoon Heaton, and want 
to go to eternal sleep beside my curly 
headed blrl, in the Lexington ceme- 
tery, but a letter Uke that makes 
things look brighter, and tekes a 
whole lot off my heart that younger 
people cannot understand, and I hope 
that your "eSeotual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man will avail much." 
Many other happy useful years to 
yoBl 



"PHYBICIAN MRAL THYSELF." 

Thraogh ana of the most distin- 
guishing tanato ot DowieTa church is 
that of the miracttloas heeling of the 

sick. It la a fact that among Dowie's 
own i>ei)ple Deacon Stern is dead. 
Mrs. Over.seer Speicher is dead, Mrs. 
powie Is in bad shape and old Dowlc 
himssU, has gsna flouth tor hia health. 

I nsad to-bava a brayMr4n-law, who 
was a doctor. He got sick and did 
not take and medicine. I asked him 
why he didn't and he said "I keep 
my medicine for other people." 

Dowie's style of curing by faith 
seems to be " for the other people." 



Strict Sabbatarians cfught to be 
glad to know that there ia a Lord's 
Day asMbratad all tha week round. 
The Oraaka observe on Monday, the 
Persians Tuesday, the Assyrians Wed- 
nesday, the Egypt laim Thursday, the 
Turks Friday, (be Jews Saturday, the 
Christians Sunday.— Loultfvllle Her- 
ald. 

I aaid la 1 



KENTUCKY CHRISTIAN 

TO BE HUNG. 

Roy Green— not colored; white — is 
to be hung In Owenshoro, Ky., mi 
Friday, February, 17. 

Mr. Green's splritual'adviser is Rev. 
J. D. Hooker, Baptist, and to him Col. 
Greoi haa oonfeased the crime with 
which he is charged. He killed a 
mp named Coomcs, for $28.00 he had 
in his pocket. 

Green says some whisky that 
Coomes gave blm, made him crazy. 
They ought to make better whisky 



"The Bible tor Children," lately 
issued bythe Century Co., Is reoom- 
aa «ffll«! f t l y ' " ^ R v paMWt stf, tOOm . 
other reasons because it omito "'such 
parts aa parents are apt to omit when 
reading aloud to their children." 



PAMOUS PRUIT LANDS 

Of the Bast Texas Country. 

Home of the Elherta peach, the 
strawberry, plum, pear, tomato and 
other fruits and vegetables. Big 
money in growing for the northern 
markets. 

On February 7th and 21st March 
7th and 21st round trip heniMeek- 
ers' tlckete from St Louis, Thebes, 
Cairo or Meaiphia to Taaaa pobito p.t 
rate of one fare plua4> aot -aoraaading 
115. 

One way colonist tickete at half 
fare, plus )2 on February 21st and 
March 21st 

Write for bookleto on Texas fruit 
Isnds, map aad time taUa. 

u a acHAanm. t. p. a.. 

Cotton Belt Route, Ctoctonatl, O. 



A Good Route 
to Try 

It traversea a tanMory rieb la 
undeveloped resoaross} a (errttetr 

containing unlimited possibilities for 

agriculture, hort'.culture, atock rais- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not least, it is 

The Scenic Ronto 



The Frisco System now afters the 
traveling public exuellent service and . 
fast time- 
Between St Louis and Kansas 
City and points in Missouri, Ksnsas, 
Arkansas, OUabaaM, ladfam TMri- 
tory, Teass aad taa Solbwaa t . 

Between Ksasss City snd points 
In Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and points In Kansas, Arfcsnsas, 
Oklahoms, Indian Tsnitoff, Taaaa 
and the Veat aad Soalbwaat. 

Full iafonudoa aa (a nm aad 
rates cheatfally faraiabad opaa appli- 
cation M aay i s p waialai*! af tba 
Compaayi ar la 



i 



THftT 5,000,000 



Illy ser 



tho fi 



ment of K. G. WrlBhl-^suiiie whore 
In the far West — that unUer condi 
Uou that Ira UUnk the Blade might 
hmtm 6.0eo,«00b nbMrilMn. There Is 
nothing too strange to Uke place now. 
eapecially In the department of reli- 
gion. Russia the greatest christian 
power on earth will be conquered by 
an atheistic nation In such a way as to 
show that Infidels are wiser and bet- 
ter people than Christians, and the 
whole Christian religion U tottering 
to lU fkU. 

Ton mr Mqr, U jrtra pl«M« that i 
am bOMtAil ot the achleTements of 
this little paper, but, Just as when I 
was a preacher, you cannot say I am 
actuated by any merceary motive. 

I believe that any fair man or wo- 
man will say that the Blade haa fur- 
niahed Infldel literatnre as good as 
the best and not merely cheaper, but 
immensely cheaper, than has ever 
come from any publishing house in 
the world, and 1 am proposing now to 
make It, in club rates still cheaper. 

To this time the aliigle cDpy has 
been |1.(J0 a year, and our only club 
rate 50 cents a year in clubs of G or 
more, and now we are going to send 
it at 40 ewta a year la dabs of lu 
or more — that is at a little over one- 
eighth of the cost of any of any other 
Inndel paper ot Its size and merit. 

You who have road it can tell Just 
as well as I can, what the people 
think about it from their letters' 



print their names and addresses and which 



persoaaUr. not merely good oitiaens 
but we must be good men and women 
our lives siiowlng that in our own 
homes and among our neighbors, but 
it is the Iraight of folly to aUempt any 
great and pubUo good, until Chris- 
tianity, the greatest enemy of morals, 
is destroyed. We are simply wasting 
our time and energy and money to be 
monkeying with any or all ot the Isms 
and fads that are growing up and 
falling down, all the time, like Jonah's 
joined in an effort to advance the 
human race. 

If 1 mention any one of these there 
are people who call themselves Inn- 
dls that will flame up and get mad 
and act like spoiled children because 
1 have hurt their feelincs by an in- 
sinuation against Bonietbiny which 
has uu moral auality in it, and lu 
which they are oo«peratlng with the 
Christians, and which iatdltgsnce 
ought to tell them will have passed 
away and been forgotten in ten years 
from now. 

Ten years ago, if I had said any- 
thing against liryan's IG to 1 duclrine 

to our cause. 1 btiiieved Just as she 
did, but never said anything about 
it, one way or the other, and now, so 

thoroughly has that fad been forgot- 
ten, that of the people who read this 
about one in ten can recall whai. lU 
to 1 means, and wonl piniih would 
think it meant one .Mormon having IG 
wives or one Methodist or Cainpbcl- 
lite preacher having JU eoneubines. 

In the same way, in a few years 
more, any and all of these tads about 



any of you could detect me in any 
misrepresentation. There may be 
other Intldel publications that would 
suit you better than the Blade does, 
even at several times the price of the 
Blade, or you might take the Blade, 
and take one or more of the otl^ers 
too. I want you all to inform your- 
selves on this point. Send for sam- 
ple copies of some or all ot the others, 
and see how you like them and then 
act accordingly, and to assist you in 
this investment, 1 will here say that 
I will print the terms of any Infldel 
paper that asks me to do so, of course 
Without any ehange. I mean by this 
such pnbllcatlaii as all Infldel publi- 
cations recognize as being soiely Infl- 
del publications. It seems to n. > 
be true, as far as 1 can be dispassion- 
ate In the matter, that the blade is 
the only Infldel publication in the 
world that stands any show ever to at- 
tain a eIrenlatlOB <rf say 10,QM>. 

Once there was a litUe boy and his pressions oi me peo 
Sunday-school teacher asked him I ^ 
"Who made you?" and ho said "Qod L^, suparstlthm, 

. . _ r - foot I ^1,^^ ^ 



selves now will have gone and have 

forgotten, and a new job lot of 



All of that kind of Intldels have still 
BO much of their old Christian rearing 
in them that It Is hard to reason with 

them, and we will Just have to let 
them go on with their fads until they 
develop into something one way ot 
the other, and we who have determin- 
ed to stick to the old flght against 
preachers and rellglOB will simply 
have to increase our seal, and mak« 
more sacrlflce and work harder, and 
be, personally, better <uen and better 
women. 

This paper stands for nothing but 
opposition to religion and for higher 
and better lives. 

I enjoy immensely seeiny the ex- 
pressions of the people from all the 



) when I was about i 



. high, and I growcd all the rest my- 
self." 

I believe if those who are enthuaias 
tic friends of the Blade — though they 
dont sajr Ulw Brother OreenhUl. that 
tt Is tea times as ■ood" aa any oi tha 
others — will make a fairly "strenuous 
combined effort they can raise the cir- 
culation ot this paper to 5o,utlO as 
Bro. Wright suggests, and then I feel 
almost sure that I could "grow all 
the rest myself up to 250,00U. 

Can't we make this now a subject 
of special effort? I simply ask you 
in your- 1 
or hei^ 

self, that you are abundantly able to 

do. Some real sacrlflce, now and then 
in a good cause is good for us and 
makes us happier and better, but I 
don't ask any body to make any real 
sacrlflce for the Blade. 

The cause of Infldellty is the great- 
est of all the causes in the world. 
Wa cannot have anything good until 
¥0* Bopfntltlon, the Christian reli- 
gion, are conquered and suppressed. 
The land Is simply rampart with 
crime, poetically all of it being com- 
nilttej by Christians, priests, and 
preachers being in proportion to their 
number, the vilest people oo earth, 
practioting every erlrn k«w to the 
statutes ot any and ot all our sutes, 
and teaching lying and hypocrisy to 
the people until C. P. Williamson, 
Campbellite preacher, and president 
of a female college said in Lexington 
a week ago, that Ohriatlaa offlcers of 
the law could not be tmated to keep 
their oaths. 

Christianity, wherever it goea fills 
the country with war and liauor drink- 
ing and violence and doing anything 
to get money, all of which doctrines 

of the lying hypocritical pampered 
vagabonda who preach this religion 
solely, and soundly, for money; and 
teach that to believe their superstition 
is wosth more than the practice of | 
morals, and we <an never lie a free 
and happy people until these lying Im- 
postors are driven as they are being 
drlv<>n out ot TrwoM and Italy, two 
countries that hare aeen and know 
these viUalns tor entorles. 
Of eoaise «• mw* aU tnr to be 



iratlvely, 



nere handful, 

these letters. 

friemis to the Hlaiie, join in a discus- 
sion of this matter for print in the 
BUde, and let us see thoroughly what 
can be done about It even If tt ooon- 
ples the most ot three or four issues 
of the Blade. 

I have tried this same thing sev- 
eral times before and have not suc- 
ceeded in eliciting any special inter- 



to do irhat you reeognise in your-|ters saying that I am "all the time 
begging," when they know that, 
"flnanclally , it is not a cent of profit 
to me. That kind can now write to 
me just as much as they want, but 
their letters will not appear in the 
Blade, and all ot these outside issues 
and crank fads will be left out ot any 
letters that may be good otherwise. 

I do not ask you to give one single 
cent to assist the paper.- I only ask 
you to pay for Its elroulatlon In pro- 
portion to your moans. It yon are not 
already doing that. If you are already 
(Idiiig yopr share write me a short let' 
ti r aliutit It, any how. 

If you cannot pay for any more 
Blades, at the present rates a year, 
possibly, you can send a tew cents— 
not less than five— for Blades at 1 
cent each to be sent to any one ad- 
dress or at tw» cents each, to be sent 
In separate wrappers to any address 
in 'America. 

When you send tor these It will be 
with the understanding that we will 
send any issue or issues that you or- 
der tt we have them, and that It we 
do not have them we will make up the 
number In others, as we think you 
would prefer or as would b# most pos- 
sible tor us. 

I want to give this oue more tnor- 
ough trial — more thoroufih 1 
have ever done- and iheii, i 
plainly that 1 cannot siiiierd 
the chances are that I would 
again try it during the balance ot my 
days. 

I do not expect to be much disap- 
pointed or hurt In my feelings If this 
falls to elicit any interest, and I shall 
remember that this little paper has 
had many expressions of kindness tor 
It, te aU MMMfikto wtm. tart, ■on*' 



how, I have long had aa Idea that 
some day before I die, this little paper 

would make It one et 



this I 



intry. 



It would only be in keeping with my 
strange life, up to this date that it 

should do so. 

.Tust think what a stir it would 
create In religious circles to Imbw 
that this paper which has brought so 

much outrage and Injustice upon It's 
editor had attained a rircnlnlion of 



moved about, from pillow to post, sug- 
gestive 'Gt one of Noah's birds — the 
black one — flndlng no place to rest 
where the people seemed anxious to 
have him rest. In fact they seemed 
to s^ to him: "fUve us a rest. ' 

While the name and sayings of tho 
elder Talmage once appeared to 
newspaper readers every day; it 
a tact that we hardly ever hear of 
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greatest Influence that theworld ever 
saw, IngersoU and Haeokel aav, even 
Paine not oeepted. 

I suppose It will hardly be possible 

for any zealous oprionent of Chris- 
liiinily to cHcapc Christian hate and 
malignitly, and probably in time, I will 
come in for my share, but many of 
yon. who read this wiU believe that 
up to this time, wkeh I am in my 68 { 
year, no man or woman of any sUnd- 
ing has ever attacked my character as ' 
a moralist. 

I may not come up to my own stand- 
ard ot manhood and am not an exem- 
• of my own idi als, hut while I 
living and the fa(rts of my lite are 
all easily obtainable, you can see that 
while I am continually attacking 
Christians and especially preaohers, 
no man or woman attempts to retal- 
iate by exposing any Immorality In 

y lite. 

Write me about this please, and tell 
10 what you think about It. All I 
It you don't thing tt is worth discus 
ilng, I will Just drop it, and you will 
probably never hear any more from 
e on this subject 

In answer to this trere will be many 
who will say that the thing for me 
do is to make a good paper, and 
thta it will then go on its own merits 
That is partly true and yet every 
man who will say that will go and 
man wh6 wiU say that he may have 
for sale and wUl say la U> adTertlse 
ment that it is the best kind ot an 
article, which may, or may not, be 
Hut he will, all the same, ad- 
se ill I veu when he knows it is 
liest kind of an article, 
the same way advertising will 
help the Blade even It it were known 
be the best newspaper in the world, 
J. 1 am simply asking you to help 
I to advertise it. 
am going to try to make the b'wt 
infldel publication in the whole world 
and to make it at the lowest rates 
that any publications of that sort were 
ever olfered for. and I want you to 
help me In this. 
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attention continually, and laughs 
at the "tunny Uilngs" that Sam said 
wefe were <rf dally oconrreace. 

Now the name of Sam Jones Is al- 
most unknown to the newspapers, and 
before long, the papers will report 
that Sam has died, and In a few days 
more, Sam will have passed almost 
entirely from the memory of men. 

It young Talmage courts lasting 
tame it would probably be better for 
him not to preach so much like his 
father. 

Ingersoll was witty, but I never 
have been one ot his worshipers. He 
lived too easily and made too little 
sacrifice for others, but any discern- 
ing man can see that while the elder 
Talmage Is now almost forgotten, and 
Sam Jones is forgotten even before 
he dies, the name of Ingersoll, even 
by his detractors, Is becoming em- 
balmed with those of Voltaire, Rous- 
seau and Paine ,and Frank Talmage 
the Christian preacher, will contribute 
lo tlic iicriii iuation of I he fame of In- 
gcrsoll, jii>i as much as if he were an 
Infldel propagandist. 

tt Frank Talmace were to die to- 
day. lU annouaetMa^ l» ttie papers, 
would make many people know for 
the flrst time, ore merely recall, the 
fact that T. UeWitt Talmage, the once 
famous preacher, had a son, who was 
"also" a preacher— suggesting the 
political candidate who "also ran,' 
and the scriptural expression "He 
made the stars "also." 
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money to me, it would be another 
thing. But I don't get any of the 
ey that comes to this paper, and 1 
don't want any of it. 

1 have no money myself, but I am 
not dependent, and I simply want you 
to pay— not give thU money to Mr. 
Hughes for printing for the Infldel 
cause — pure Infidelity; no politics; 
no fads— the cheapest Infldel litera- 

re that the world ever saw. 

Any way let me hear from you. 



for Frank Talmage, but not akmg 

the lines he is now running. He ought 

know that exact duplicates of 
Shapespeare and Ingersoll could not 
now attract Interest- even to com- 
pete with Mary Mac Lane of Butt', 
Montana. 

Bvery man is "nothing it not ori 

nal." 

If Frank Talmage would, right now 
square off, stop the frenzied and 
style of his father, that had 
cloy^ on the public taste and ape- 




BEV. FRANK TAL- 
MAGE ON SUICIDE 

"First, I charged Atheism with the 

chief responsibllty for the crime. Self- 

urder Is the hideous, black-visaged 



<if the 



all ..' 



Agnosticism. Intldel- 
Ity. It is the old slimy serpent coll- 
ed up under the overshadov 'ng 
branches ot the gnarled aad worm- 
eaten tree ot unbelief, at the foot of 
which sits the grinning, bear-eyed hag, 
Misery, crooning a dirge for a lulla- 
by. It is the death ruitle uf a human 
being whose parched lips have been 
set to rim of the chalice filled with 
the scorching, polnonous ooncoction 
blasphemy and falsehood com- 
pounded by a VolUire, a Rousseau. 
Thomas Paine, or a Robert o. Inger 
It is the whetstone, wet with 
human blood, upon which the moral 
■nslbilltles can be blunted and at 
10 same time the suicide's knife 
8hari>ened, tor it teaches immoral man 
there is^no hereafter, and that 
he is responsible tor his life's action 
to no divine maker and King." 

The above is from a recent sermon 
of the Rev. Frank DeWitt Talmage. 
He talks very much as if he had open 
ed a barrel of Ifim father's 0I4 ser- 
mons that gave us "that tired teeling" 
even as delivered by the old man, and 
they are not liable to be any more 
stimulating, for moral or Intellectual 
pabulum, when warned over, three 
cold times, by the son. 

I am afraid Frank's frankness 

As a money-getting method his pre- 
may be a success— probably 
f ho has any ambition tor 
fame, and to live among the leaders 
in thought, he ought to n 
that some years prior to his tether's 
death It was a oontlnual 
'for the elder Talaiace to keep fctm< 
self la the ivbUa eye, aad that be 



make the world happier by 
ig it better, he could do a great 
and I valuable work and make him- 
self happier. But, as it is now, he al 
ways suggests "Strain at a gnat and 
swallow a eaauL" 

(My fhther used to toU ot one ot 
his young school eoniwaions, who In 
iling in class, and gettiag it out 
with difliculty, word at a time, read it 
rain at a gate and swallow a saw- 
mill." 

Soinebixly send the man a marked 
copy ot this— "a wink is Just aa good 
I a nod to a blind horse." 
I distinguished preacher— you will 
ilnd it some where in the Blade— has 
:!cently taken the position , that sui 
ide. under some circumstances. Is 
ot wrong. Of course tt Is not. What 
juld have been more beautiful and 
patheUo than the suicide, in each 
other's arms, heart to heart, of out 
dear old brother aad sister Green in 
ChieagOb 

Thg worid is better and purer and 
happier tor their havtaig done it, and 

human being on the whole earth 

I harmed by it, except the suffering 
that we all must kvl l>,r the sorrow 
that made them do it 
Inlldellty has not been set back by 

On the other hand it was the grand- 
it answer the world jver heard, to 
the Christian contention that Infl<.«l 
deatb-beda are seeaes of horror. 

Ingersoll was the most distlngolsh- 
>d spologist for suicide, but the smile 
m his face when his last word. 'Bet 
;cr," was spoken to his loving wife 
—"the one woman tor the one man" 
—win forever answer, a thousand 
times over, Frank Talmage's thread- 
bare "straining" at "gates" and saw- 
milU. " a not her Don Quixote with a 
new braad ot mills to charge on— to 
show that Infldellty makes suicides 
In the meantime Blade readers 
will please send in, to me. all reported 
iiiicidos. whi're the religious 
opinions of the parties are gl^ 
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send Frank a marked copy of this. 
Dra» htm a Uttle note 



« too aad gat hto 
erellHh^ W 



infid^ nlfl 

Bto. aroh wUl pleaae nolleo that 
TahMca ddaks lafldeltty elmply 



•HBAVIK AND KARTH MAY PASS 
AWAY miT THK B. O. B. 

•HALL NOT." 

Upland, Ind., Feb. 2. 06. 

Friend Hughes— I send you names 

of those who pay, and those who will 
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M. GRIER KIODER, 



Tell. 



leaven of G. O. V. politics, and holy 
smoke have penetrated their cuticles 
until you can't tell one from the other 
and some ot ours are Just as slippery 
as the Lord's annoulnted. 
The leather girded angels and the 
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g for 



the past month, al t'nivi-rsity place, 
where they mould sky-pilots from the 
skimmings gathered by the M. K. 
church. On Febraury Sth. the Ifetho- 
dlBts wUl dedicate their $13,000 
church and cold as It Is up here, hell 
will be at high tidi . and ihe fumes of 
spent gas, sulphur and foam will 
doubtless rise in guysers, cubits In 
perpendloulfur height, aad fill the 
Western, hemlmhere wit hthe odort- 
ferous stench of burning bones aif a 
vindication of Satan's existence. 

Such a scraping together in divers 
ways of the fllthy lucre, for months 
past, has been enough to fleece the 



Had With Rev. M B tfM^ m 

San Francisco. CaL reb.'lS. «. 

.Mr. C. C. Moore. 

My Brother— The flrst, last and only 
time I ever meet Robt. J. Burdette, 
was in the SO's in New London, Con- 
necticut 

He and I were both dmaji. bnt I ww 
sober next day. and he wasn't. I am 
surprised at his present penchant for 

He was a good fellow In liquor — 
I don't know how he is in water. I 
was pleased with oae rennrk: "Before 
I get too druak I aoi toias to 

a present to my wife: she is the best 



but I reserved my suggestion. He was 
very good company, and the drunker 
he got, the more he seemed to Im- 
prove. He seemed to think the same 

of me. Before morning we both 
graduaiid inio ik ; l. ci i.m. 

if he follows the hydopiilhic cure 
tor alcoholism as assiduously as he 
did the alcohol route for hydropathy, 
he wlU die of water on the brala. 

I hope you are welL Adieu! my 
pretty g 




his own 

Side"— let the latldtfs look out fur 
Chrlatlan suicides, and the Christians 
look out for Infidel suicides and we 
will And out ahnuf this thing- but 
don't forget some of you— especially 
some ot you Los Angeles fellows- 



entreated to cough up "for the Mas- 
ter 8 cause." 

Poor hard working wash women 
are urged to contribute their dimes 
for a "Lord Bless You, Sister." 

Great and small, old and young i 
have all been up against the graft, I 
and if any unwary pilgrim, or Uniuht 
of the grip, has not been oollarod lor 
a gift, he has not boi'i. h.-ard from 

If th.' tinanclal I'. iiaiMoii of the vil- 
lage does not burst its bands and go 
brdka, tt will certainly be on the verge 
of It. with thousands of dollara to 
stand off by mechanics' liens, if some 
fool taker can't he found to risk the 
ducats for the son ot a ghost that 
dupes and suckers may always got 
their innings. Below And $ $ $ $ for 
persons who staad pat on their con- 



Heavea aad earth aiay pass away 
but the a O. a shaU aotr^ M. MIL- 
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TO THE ENTIRE 

SOUTH Ml WEST 



IDBAB AN» lEimmON 
T§ ItHII ■ 

MISSOURI, KANSAS. 
ARKANSAS, TEXAS^ 
INDIAN TERKITORt 
^OKLAHONA. 



H. I. McGUIRE, 



TO THE MEMORY OF THE AMER- 
ICAN PMBTHOUaHT 
AMOOIATION. 

OreeUng, and a happy ana prosper 
oua New Year, to all the members 
of our Association. We stand for the 
rights of Reason; for the liberty of 
Man. Woman, and Child; for 
lar KovcTunu nt ; a school system 
where religion of every brand is rig- 
idly excluded; the complete divorce 
of eborob aad state: a morality bull 
npon a sense of right and Justice, 
womanhood and a manhood that 
stand's for intellectual dcvulopment, 
that refuses allegiance lo the creeds, 
codes, and canons of dead genera- 

0«r wkota AiMriou 
a oomplwc fabric of organisation, from 
our rich and powerful government, 
that at tha expense of human liberty 
is rerglng on to rank imperalism, and 
the church the robber baron of the 
ItopabUe that hcrtds a trust on the 
mlada. hopes mdnm 
pMipla. to thi most 
lage elul}. ' 

The very van guard of all the organ- 
"Isations both great and small in our 
ooontry to-day la the American Free- 



cause with little effort or expense. Dr. 
WUsoB's maasagtt la a reoent issue of 
tlA Blad* ahovM ba printed by tens of 
thousands. In leaflat, eonrenient for 
enclosing in ah SBTalope. Some one 
persou should be found In every state 
in the Union who would see that a 
copy of it be placed on the dask of 
every ooocreasnuui and leglalator. 

Rellgtona aad ptriltloal leadars at all 
types and classes should have copies 
mailed to thi-m. Political, soclolotii- 



may be in numbers, but lu principles 

are graver in letters of living Are, and 
its ensign floats, from Reason's loft- 
iest pealt, and every wave of evolution 
is driving the world, from the realm 
of Faith Into the realms of Reason, 
which rejects the auilidiity of a book, 
a church, a popi', a philosopher, a 
prince, a president or a precedent, un- 
less these can produce the validity 
of their authority to control the hu 
man mind. 

The very fact that the human in- 
tellect can soar to magnificent heights 
laJen with Ideas aad hopes that the 
race la heir to batter and nobler «on- 
dltlona than have ever been dreamed 
of in the aga o( might that is fast re- 
treating before the "march of mind,' 
this vary fact is proof that the think 
ars of the race are Its only saviors. 

It takes neither thought nor cour 
•Ce to believe and obey, but it takes 
bath to bring the prieat and the poli- 
tkdaa up to the bar of Reaaoa. 

Freethottght is the lever of progress 
The very principles for which heroic 



Freethinkers 



fifty years ago are today the strong 
holds of church and state, and so will 
It be fifty years hence. The demands 
of tha Amerlean kreethought Asso- 
ciation will nave been conceded 

In that day those who follow ub 
will demand that the racu be 1 
higher still, and it will \k done. Since 
piy Section to the Presidency of the 
Aawrloaa Fraathooght AaaooUtkm, I 
have boaa proftiaadly taprosaad with 
the responsibility of the position. I 
have been trying to devise some plan 
to gain the co-operation of our mem- 
bers, and give our work an impetus, 
but before I had conceived of one. 
Dr. Wilson, our retiring president, baa 
preaented the Annual message plan 
. that to my mind is the baat. most 
faasibla, and praetleal that «wi be 



Connecticut Is the state where It 
Is against the law for a man to kiss 
bis wife on Sunday — no law against 
kissing some other fellow's wife— and 
where they adulterate need oats with 
shoe pega shar p a a a d on both ends. 

'<8hoa fly: doat bodder me." 



BILLY tUNOAY 



ON THB MMATH 



Dixon, 111., Feb. 14,05. 

sir— Please find enclosed P. O. 
and thousands could be dis order for 11.00 for Blade for coming 
tribute^ by enoloalng aame in private year. 

letters. As well tr/ to arraat a ray' The various churches are building 
of light In its passage from the Sun, here, a |3.000 tabernacle, for Billy 
as to arrest a thought 



delighted with It I notice in your 
columns that many of your readera ex- 
press themselves la Ita favor. I trust 
we may often hear from Dr. Wilson in 

the columns of the Blade.— E. B. | 
KOOTE, Sr. 



SPIRITUAL MENU FOR HANGINQ. 



launched upon the world. 

The facts conceiving the Influence 
that Rationalism is having on the 
human i 
ganized 

"hosts of Satan." The clergy dare not 
have "heart to heart Ulks" with In 
quiring members of their flocks, and 
the facts contained In a yearly Ra- 
tionalisUc message will put the clerics 
In full ratreat If they dara to face 

I here-In command Dr. J. B. Wilson' 
Annual Message plan as the mos 
practical and Inexiiensive on that cai 
now be adopted. 

To all the members of the Amei 
lean Freethought Association, I ex 
tend fraternal greetings. Let us strike 
hands and rally under the standard 
of Reason renewing allegiance 
principles. Let us show our loyalty 
by becoming propagandists, and Indue- 

g others to join the A. F. A] 

.lOSEPHINE K. HENRY, 
President American Freethought 
Association. 
VersaoUlea. Kaataekjr. 



It is not recognized; but it is a fact 

that Freethought an unorganized 



• in 



the civilized world to-day. Faith is in 
full retreat before science, and be- 
oauae of the aeafchligbt that individ- 
ual rraathtakan have tnraad upon 

the Bible, church history, and ortho 

dox methods, the towers of old Zion 
are reelini.;. tlie cicalion thi^cry i.- 
fa-sl l.einb' silence.i hefoiu evoh 

and church councils spend their ef- 



the advance of Rationalism, by re- 
casting the so-called inspired 1 



stale platitudes have 
tlanity'a 



become Chris- 



t realise that the 



mighty power of 



Ing the mental attitude and poUdy Ol 

the ..•lif;i,„is %v„rld. 

Doubt is eating out the heart of 
so-called revealed rellgkn, aad ortho 

*'Arit of tha 0<weautt/*°^^^ It halt 
faala to be but a phantasm. 

To awke the masses realize what 
thla power Is, will lie a great ai 
tha eanse of itationaiism. 

No one in America understands the 
Btatns, breadth and scope of Free- 
thought better than Dr. Wilson, who 
haa proven hlmaelf an able, loyal, un- 
tiring, sentinel on the ramparts of 
Reason and his plan to issue an An- 
nual message sweeping the whole 
field of Freethought as It elTecU all 
phases of our eiviilaatloa, la to my 
mind the beat that kaa haaa aogcast- 
ed. 

Thla plan eaa ba ahaped to raaeh 
all elaaaaa of people aad enable not 
oaly the American Freethought Asso- 
oiatioB, but tha ladlvldnal Fraathlak- 
•ra to raaiar graat aarvlea to Hkm' 



KENTUCKY INPtDBL tTORY. 

Bridgeport, Nab. Ftfb. 6, 05. 
Charles C. Moore. 
Dear sti^Plaaaa read the eoolosed 
tamphlat aad ooanmaat oa It In the 

Blade It you think it worth while. 

Yours for Infidelity. 

DR V. ANDERSON. 

The pamphlet 
ews"— SS"^ 
umber i». 
re circulating It 

It begins with a piece of Christian 
isolence by saying that people who 
J not believe Christianity ought to 
k>ve ^t of America and go and live 
among the heathems In Africa. 

I have lived some among the heath- 
ens In Africa. They are Immensely 
better than the Christians in America, 
and If I were disposed simply to con- 
sult my pleasure and had the means of 
doing It, 1 would live in Africa, at 
Cairo.. 

The main Ihlnn In the pamphlet 
is a story that begins thus: 

"A Virginia banker, who was the 
chairman of a aotad lafldrt olab, was 
oaee traveUag oa hon«ba«k through 
Kentucky, having with him bank bills 
to the value of |125.ono. When he 
came u, a lonely forest where robber- 
ieK and murders were said lo he fre- 
cjiienl, he was soon lost, through tak- 
ing a wrong road. The darkness of 
the night came quleUy over him, and 
how to escape from the threatened 
danger he knew not. In his alarm, he 
suddenly .espied in the distance a dim 
light, and urging his horse onward, he 
at length came to a wretched looking 

It goe.-; cn to t-Il the old story that 
I have heard ever since my childhood 
and that probably thousands who read 
thia paper have heard. 

The Virginia baakor ma atnid the 
man in the buckskin clothes would 
murder him for the money, and the 



Sunday to hold a big revival 

It has caused 
tween one of my aalghbom aad mf- 

self. 

I told him that Billy's convictions 
were more financial than spiritual. 
-My neighbor said to me "Oh, you will 
feel different when you come to die. 

I said to him "I have no tear of 
death; death to my mind la ooly ooe 
of the natural lawa of the tiaaaforma- 
tion of matter. Tha. faar of death 
is the effect of snparatttkm that ht 
poisoned the mind lOr tkottsands i 
years, and it seams to ma that It is 
the duty of every oaa to avoid all 
such taaBhIng aad davota that waatod 
time to educating himself in natural 
laws. 

1 believe that every one who 
do that will be strengthened In body 
and mind and financially." 

But BUly will fill hta pockets then 
leave laughing la hla alaeve at the 
thought of how he caught the suck 
ers. —HARVEY HBRRICK. 



"WANTS DOQ FENNEL" 

Likea tha Wilaona— ThInka we Ought 
To Be Oaotf. 

Cobbs. Ark. Feb, 10, (i.^. 
Editor Blade 

Enclosed find $1.00 for the Blade to 
September 305. 

I am tttsseling with new ground- 
cleared and cultivated 21 acres last 
year. I am weak Intellectually, hut 
blessed with physical strength. 

I will try to send for one of yoiiri 
books soon and also for one of Dr. 

ion's. I have often said that h. Q. 
Ingersoll had more brains than any 
man who ever lived not exc< pting 
Shakespeare, but I have about decid- 
ed that if he (Ingersoll) ever had an 
equal It Is Dr. Wilson. . 

would like to see you and /Mrs. 
Wilson get Into another, spat, ^vt I 
; blame her tor letting you Alone, 
don't blame Mr. Qnnther for let- 
ting Mr. Wilson alone, for you two are 
hard hitters. 
If Mr. Qaathar aonld apeak 40 Ian- 
lagea It wonld not help, him out 
when he mna against a genlut like 
B. W. I agree with you that we 
ojight to be as good as we can be. 
think we all ought to live so that 
it could be truthfully said at our 
graves, what Ingersoll said at his 
brother's grave; "If every one for 
whom he did some loving service 
should bring a blossom to his grave, 
he would sleep, tonight, beneath a 
ildemess of flowers." 
Guess I got that nearly right; it 
nas been 18 months since I read it. 

I close hoping you will be a hun- 
dred years old anil one or two over. 
J. E. HAOERMAN. 

P. S.— I hava aaid ever alaea I have 
been a snbaeribar to the Blade 
If I ever got as many as 3 subscribers 
1 would pay for the other 2. 

I have n promised me. When they 
pey me »1.50 I will pay for 6. 1 
have 4 bales of cotton to sell 
when I sell It I will send tor "Dog 
Fennel."— X B. H. 



In order tu marry a nlgg«r 
not Negro, Oh, no— arranged a lovely 
spiritual spread to be enjoyed at he 
handing. 

The acco-.". closes bus; 

The Confession. 

When Rev. Stephen Schweltzei 
Mrs. Bdward's spiritual advisor, called 



her 

li.sbniif!. and that Oreason wf 
no way implicated in the crime. 

Mrs. Edwards had given up ai! hope 
and had selected the text for her 
neral sermon and the hymna to be 



th text found In Isalab, xl., 20; "Thy 
stui shall no more go do*n; neither 
shall thy moon withiira v Itself; lui 
the lx)rd shall be thy eveilasliug li^ht 
and the days of thy mourning shall 
be ended." 

8ha reqnaatad that thraa hymaa bo 
anas at har fnaeral; tho flnt, "Jaena 
I«var of My Bonl," tho ooocad. 
of Aaaa." aad tho aarvlco b« oli 
with 'Vearar Mjr Qod To Tkoo." 



"Nearer my God to Thoo," bjr poopio 
who are Just going to bo how 1* 
probably a mIsflL 

Whoa they are up oa tho aeaflold 
ihey are, of oooiao, aaarar to God 
than the balance of us down on the 
round— I've been there, though slm- 
ly aa a newspaper reporter; never 
.•as hung myself, oh. no, but It's 
only thing I haven't been — but when 
the sheriff tonohaa tho bnttoa. aad 
the fellow ahoota dowa aad atopo, 
suddenly, in hla downward career, 
with the "dull thud," that I am sorry 
see them leaving out of hanging 
reports, these degenerate days, it al- 
ways looked to me like the fellow 
was not so near to Qod aa he had been 
but going Ilka a blaek atreak.— not 
"blue" mind yon— toward the other 



ILLINOIS CENTRAL 



RAILROAD 



EXCURSION TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT REDUCED RATES TO 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., HAVANA, CUBA, 
HOT SPRINGS, ARK., 

CITY OF MEXICO, CALIFORNIA, 

AND IVIANY OTHER POINTS WITH LIBERAL STOP OVKR« AND RB- 
TURN LIMITS. 



PARMINO IN THI SOUTH. 



rowing, vageiaoia garaaniag, 
' ^ff^^^x Taaaaaaoo, 

IT VMMggflBHV VkO irfll flW 

Id. Win ba MM ftwi. ClM» 



The Passenger Department of the nilnols Central Railroad Compaay Is 
issuing monthly elrenlara eoneamlDg fruit growing, vageUbla gardening, 

'Xf'^^^SSi^r^'-'*^ - 

ward his MMP aid tMim ll 

lars Noa. 1 to U iBtiMMdh uU Others aa 6 

month. 

Call oa or addraaa asarH railroad Ageat, or addnaa, 

P W. HARLOW 

Dm roMr passkvobr aobht, Louismu, mrrucKT. 



PRAYKR AS A POLITICAL PULL. 



tter6 c 



eclal to the Oklahoii.an 
discussion in the state Sen 
I admission Into statehood, 

irrtBir 



ied. i 



to sleej) for fear ot it. 

But after a while the man in the 
buckskins took down the Bible, read 
a chapter and had prayora aad the 

chairman of the "noted Infldel club" 
went to bed feeling that he was all 
hunkadory. As usual, with all this 
brand of Christian lies, no names of 
persons or places, or dates, are given. 
In sight of my home are three fellows 
who are worth an aggregate of $100.- 
000,000, and the "hut" that one of 
them lives in cost $380,000, but if 
only a summer shanty or shack, bis 
shonuff fine bouse being In New York 
City, where he paid $260,000 for the 
ground to build his stable on. Their 
names are Haggin, Harklns and Jim 
Keene. 

It will be a colder day than any we 
have had thla winter, whea any one at 
those three chapa gata dowa a BIblo 

and then geta down on his knees and 
( to anybody up In the sky. 
lis pamphlet is being circulated 
parly who is described, in a sep- 
3 dodger, in big letters at the 
aa "Rev. B. P. Hammond, the 
Oraat Bvaag^t of Hartfbrd, Ooaaoo- 
looL- 

I had a vary pioaaaat aoJoara la 



Larchmont, Manor, N. Y. Feb. 16 
Editor Blue Grass Blade. 

Dear sir— I wish to express myself 
as thoroughly in sympathy with the 
article by Mr. Walter Hurt In youi 
Issue of Feb. Bth, upon the value of 
Dr. Wilson's annual address, exc^' 
where be speaks of "eliminating every 
thing eaaaatlal." but this may be 
Ing to tha taet that I am a full fledged 
Populist— In at the birth of the party, 
and can take a pretty full dose of 
socialism without making a wry face. 
I may add incidentally that my name 
was on the Populist electorial ticket 
of the Bmplra atata at tha laat Praal- 



socialism does not sit well on the sen- 
sitive heads of some of the Blade's 
subscribers, that portion of the an- 
nual address may be omitted without 
marring its diction or Its value to the 
eanao of Ubaraliam. Tha prapoaltloa 
to hava aa aaaual meaaage tram tha 
President ot the American Free- 
thought Association is a sensible one, 
and Dr. Wilson's late message Is, in 
my estimation, a good one to begin 
with. As you doubtless know, I re- 
mitted for 100 coplea more or leas, of 
the Blade, at the time It appoarad, as 
it seemed to me It ought to hava a 



■ olroU of mjr frtoMli^ io 



"Chaplain Braaaon created a sym- 
pathetic feeling throughout the senate 

by praying that the statehood bill may 
pass congress. There were an 
responding from all parts of the 
ate chamber." 

Both in our national and our state 
affairs, while the chaplains are not 
supposed to be heard on the floor In 
political matters, and to have votes, 
they are. nevertheless. Immense 
cal factors, lobyisfs. "log-rollers 

The state of Kentucky has just gone 
through throes of "practical," frenzied 
poIlUca re the sKe of the very expen- 
sive aow oapltol that onr aUte Is to 
build, resulting in its retention 
Frankfort, a town most markedly 
fitted for It, and in a locality e< 
more, if possible. Inappropriate for it 
than the original site; and all of this 
when every ocmslderaUon .that could 
enter Into the discussion ot the 
ter, showed that Lexington was, pre- 
eminently the place for it. 

But the Chaplain of the Kentucky 
Legislature was a Campbellite preach 
er named Thomas N. Arnold. 

This Thomas was not exactly the 
disciple who was "also called Dldy- 
mus"— meaning one of a pair of twins. 
In the American language— but our 
Kentucky diadple ot that name was 
the thther of a pair of twins, under 
very interesting financial circum- 

Thomas was handsome and In tha 
pull-pit— so called from the pufi ita 
Incumbent alwaya has — Thomas used 
with great 
,kaowlng, by 

aames, at least, of maTiy 
of the longest words In our language. 

Under these circumstances Tom, 
while quite young, married the daugh- 
ter of a very, very rich man. 

Sftjr yoara ago and 
bofora Teddy, tho Straaaoua, had giv- 
en the impetus to "race suicide." 
Tom's Pa-in-Iaw forgot his name; 



call tiim .Smith-just d„ted on his 
girl and extended his dote to Tom. as 
the old fellow was in his dotage tiny 
how. Old Smith had been a business 
man, and had read In the niide. 
"Bleaaed la be who hath hla quiver full 
of them," (babiea) and old Smith aaid 
Tom and bis giri, that h% tho said 
Smith, party of the flrat part, would 
the said Tom and hla girl, 
parties of the second, $10,000, in the 
coin of the realm, or such as was le- 
gal tender in Kentucky — it was before 
the war — immediately upon tha blrUi 
at aaeh dUld that ahoold bo born aato 



GO 


.SOUTHWEST 




Like Time and Tide, the Great South- 
west awa;t.=! no man: but It's a heap 
easier to i;et aboard at the Instant of 
starting than to contend with the ele 
ment of momontum later. 




Lat ua give you the details of thia 
aow oonatry'a rapid growth, and yoar 
Oluuiootofrowap wUhit Dlaatralod 
Ifton^i^ firoo. 


jr|mfl|^Hff||r cm A13MMT IM TWO 

lK^IiUl||| DN.6ft20. 1904-JII. 3&I7.I905 


aso. H. LSI, 0. p. A. • . LHtte Roefc. Ark. 

H. 1. MoQUIRE, D. P. A., Cinelnatl. Ohia. 

JOHN SEBASTIAN, Pass. Traf. IVIgr., Chicago. III. 



the said Tom and hla ftta, partlea of 
the second parL 
The young people considered the 

matter, said the snap was soft, that 
business was business, and they 
reported to old Smith. 

They did not let up until they bad 
fourteen ohlldran, laelnding a pali 
of twins upon the birth ot which old 
Smith promptly paid Tom $: 

The twins were boys — botli 
— kept on being the same aKe until 
they were about 
then they went down to Florida, and 
sailed from there in a boat 18 feet 
long — both of them alone — to, 
Cuba, and neither of them baa ever 
been heard of from that day to this. 
Tom, the father, lived In Frankfort, 
and attended strictly to thqplogy and 
the paterfamilias 

He Invested his $10,000, a little over 
annually in Frankfort real estate and 
lived, himself and family, with old 
Smith, and it got so that It took 7 
llgures— digits including zeros 
course to tell how much Tom had. 

Tom was chaplain of the Kentucky 
State Senate aad he 
beyond aay akeptieal 
statement ot Jamea.in Holy WriL that 
"The ettectual fervent i^yor of a 
righteous 

who has the sweat WlUlama availeth 

That thing in tha Bible about the 
needle going through tha camel 
Tom said was all in his eye. If it 
the camal'f and he was 



layer 



lefore the s 



one of the finest prayera ever deliver- 
ed to a KeaUieky audience, Tom pray- 
ed long aad loud, with a voico Ilka a 

Ix>uis Fair megaphone, that the 
Lord would put it Into the hearts of 
the Kentucky b uislal.., .s lo Ueep the 
capital in I'ruiiUlnn wlieie Tom had 
up his real estate treasures — and 



gkMW soot la Kiatneky, tho Lord (la 

horn) put it into their hearts to do 

1 Tom wanted done, and in a few 



J.KAVES MINISTOY. 
r. .Joseph 



I linstiaii (• 
cejjt a jK)H 
Kiifiinc C. 

He will I, 



ICO, of New- 
igiied U.S ]))istor of the 
t that place to ac« 
th tho Ilagan Gas 
of Winchester. 



otfiee lo l,e opened in l/misvlllo UUll 

will iMovo to that city witli hiw faiui- 
l.\ uhout March 1. 

.Mr. Severance was graduated 
from Kentucky Ueiversity and is 
well known in this city, where hia 
decision to quit theh ministry will 
be received with regret. ^ 

Joe's Heverance of hiimelf from 
the Cainpltellites looks like the B. 
(}. H. niiKht be getting in ita little 
work on him. 

•Still the change aint macb — 
just from one kind of gatf to anoth- 
er kind. 

Once, 'fo de wor/ when everybody 
"lis Iwginning to hoard all metal 

iMoiioy, a man wrote to Editor Pren- 
tice tiskiiifT "How slml! wo ninko 

siimil (•h.lllfjo?- I'rel.tice cli.l not 

liki' tho titan, lie aiiswoiv.1, '"Purn 
fool; it wouhl 1,0 tho siiiiillost 
clian>;o you could iiiiiko." 

.V'lTKNTJON Fi{l-:E'rH 1 NKEi{S 

I h&v a few hundred copiea left 
of I'aine'B Age r>t fieaaon, 186 
pages, and Facta Worth Knowing, 
86 pages, both books postpaid for . 
15 cents in stamps. For missionary 
work there is nothing better. Let 
U8 co-operate and circulate this lit- 

i-ature for the b«ieflt of humanity. 

Vti.liosH: A. B. Bennett, Norwalk, 



WINTBR IN COLORADO 
Yoar own phyaolaa wiU taO jm tkat 
laa 
AI- 



elixir of Ufa atanda i 
ways rigorous and sUmulating, 

crigt atmosphere of Colorado Is at Ita 
best In winter. To accomodate wla. 
ter tourist to the Rockies, the Union 
Faclfle has put In effect from Chicago 
a round trip rate of $47.20 ^nd from 

.8t- Louis a round trip rate of $19.20, 

tha D and'tho a— proportionate reductions from all 
poinU within its immediate territory. 
Tloketa oa aala every day unUI May 
thoaa damftwla oao iit, IMI, wHh ratnra limit Jnaa 1st. 
in that day, aajt^wr 



New Zealand " will with a kodack, be 
alttlpg, like another Voiaey, 



Send in a dub of five for Blade. itKw.<l W. Ommj 



